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ISR Club Court of Appeal (CoA)
Statutes

ART. 1 – General Principles - CoA
Court of Appeal is the highest decisional organism of International Simracing Club. Being inspired to the principles of equity and impartiality, its highest role is to grant a clean and loyal development of ISR Club activities in World Championship league, both on sporting matters, technical matters and all the facts involving rights of club members and all people related to the ISR Club.
COA will be governed by this statute.
ART. 2 – Operating roles – CoA – Assembly of Justice
Court of Appeal will rule over second grade trials following ISR Club board decisions (WC director penalties, Board decisions, all kind of votes with all possible majorities). 
Court of Appeal can also be called in first instance for protests against Board members or for any other defense of rights which is not possible by calling Board intervention.
Court of Appeal sentences can be appealed in third grade only for legitimacy issues to the Assembly of Justice (formed by Team Owners, ISR Club President, WC Director, ISR Club Treasurer).

ART.  3 - COA and Assembly of Justice Sentences

First grade sentences are special pronunciations which can be asked to COA by any ISR Club member in defense of his club rights. When a member feels his club rights are abused or hurt by any kind of behaviour or decision, whoever is the subject who acted, and the case can’t be brought to ISR Club board, then the member can ask COA to have a sentence over it. Such sentences, can only be appealed to Assembly of Justice which in this case can also go into the merit of the case.
Second grade sentences represent normal CoA activity. Each decision taken by ISR Club board (WC director penalties, Board decisions, all kind of votes with all possible majorities) can be appealed to CoA under these statutes.

Third grade sentences are emitted by Assembly of Justice (formed by Team Owners, ISR Club President, WC Director, ISR Club Treasurer) as appeals to CoA second grade sentences. Only legitimacy issues can be questioned in these sentences.
ART. 4 – COA Panel and elections
Court of Appeal consists of 3 members elected for a six months period by ISR Club. Entitled to vote for the election of COA members are the Team License Owners (one vote for each team owning a WC license), ISR Club President, WC Director,  Club Treasurer.
ART. 5
COA judges will be elected during the month of January and June of each year. 
Nominees will have to be sent to the ISR Club Board by the 20th of December for 1st semester election and 20th of May for 2nd semester elections.

ART. 6
The vote to elect COA judges will then start on 5th of January and 5th of June, respectively, and the three candidates getting more votes will be elected.
The parties entitled to vote will have 5 days to set their preferences. Each entitled part to vote will have to name their three (3) favourites.
In case one or more candidates (in a vote which would lead to more than 3 members) get the same number of votes:

A – If they are 3 or more with same votes, a new vote will be held five days after the first one. Those days will be used to find a common position amongst the parties entitled to vote.

If after three votes, still 3 or more candidates will get same votes, the ISR Club president casts the deciding vote.
B – If they are 2, (ES: Candidate A gets 3 votes and is elected, candidate B gets 3 votes and is elected, candidate C and D both get 2 votes)  a new vote will be held only between those 2 candidates to establish which one will be elected.

ART. 7
It is not required that COA judges will be external to the ISR Club. Still their duty will be inspired to highest principles of justice and impartiality.

ISR Board members, can’t be elected in COA.

Any CoA Panel Member who subsequently takes up an ISR Board position must immediately relinquish their CoA post. A bi-election will be held (refer article 4 for voting entitlements) to replace the vacating panel member.

ART. 8 – Revocation and vacancies
In every moment, each ISR Club member can request a revocation of current COA judges.

Never a revocation vote can be requested against a single judge but only for the whole COA panel.

When such a case happens, ISR Club Board will have to start a vote within 10 days.

Parties entitled to vote are the Team License Owners (one vote for each team owning a WC license), ISR Club President, WC Director, Club Treasurer.

An absolute majority of 75% is required for the revocation vote to pass.

ART. 9

Should a revocation vote pass, or in any other case of absent or vacant COA panel (both partial or complete), ISR Club Board will hold a new vote to elect COA Judges.
Immediately there will be a call for nominees which will close in five days, then a vote will start after 5 days.

The new COA elected out of statutes provided dates (10th of January – 10th of June) will be in charge till the next legal date. Then a new vote will be held.
Should less than 3 nominees stand for election to the CoA, the ISR President has power to fill the vacant positions.
ART. 10 – Charge & Number of terms

The number of terms served by a CoA Judge is unlimited.
ART. 11 – COA Interventions terms and requirements
For first grade sentences, COA intervention can be called within one month after the happening of the protested fact. 

For second grade sentences (appeals) COA intervention can be called with a e-mail to COA panel:
A - Within 72 hours for appeals over sporting decisions of WC Director or any other Club Board member.

B - Within 1 month for appeals against Club Members rights (license revocation, money penalties, Board money decisions, etc.).
C - Within 5 days of any possible vote or fact not including Club members rights which is intended to be protested.

Should parties want to put in question COA appeals sentences to Assembly of Justice, they will have 5 days to make an official call to ISR Club President who will start the voting procedure for legitimacy issues.
ART. 12
All appeals must be submitted by World Championship Team Owners or Team Managers.

Parties who intend to appeal against a first grade decision will have to provide the following mandatory requirements in their act of appeal:

A - In the subject of the e-mail, it is required to clearly indicate the decision which is going to be appealed.

B - Parties involved and the reasons of interest in the appeal.

C - A clear indication of the facts/rules/principles which are protested, with a reference to the articles involved (if any).
D - A clear indication of the requested measure to be applied in the second grade sentence. That will be used only as indication by COA which can go under or over such indications.

E - All evidences to support the appeal, such as replays, driver’s statements, and any other element which might be of help in the decision.
Such requirements are mandatory and any appeal communication not providing those can be rejected by COA panel.

Same principles apply to the requests for a third grade sentence to the Assembly of Justice.
In such cases, interested parties will have to indicate:
A - In the subject of the e-mail, it is required to clearly indicate the COA decision which is going to be appealed.

B - Parties involved and the reasons of interest in the appeal.

C - A clear indication of the rules/procedures which are protested.
Such requirements are mandatory and any appeal communication not providing those can be rejected by Assembly of Justice with same majorities needed for sentences.
For first grade COA intervention, every club member (Team Owners and all board members) will have to provide a clear indication of the fact/rule/procedure/vote being protested.
ART 13 – First Grade Intervention
For COA first grade sentences, parties interested (Club members: Team owners, Board members) in a judgement will have to specify parties involved, provide a clear indication of the fact / rule / procedure / vote being protested and interest/reasons for the intervention of COA and reasons why the case couldn’t be brought to the attention of the Club Board.  

ART. 14 – Pronunciations over Club votes

COA can never alter a vote result but only issue a new vote in case procedures were broken.

ART. 15 – Terms for deciding
COA decides within 10 days both in first grade and second grade sentences.
The CoA can only consider a single appeal at any one time.  Appeals will be address in the order in which they are received.  A subsequent decision term of 10 days begins from the date of decision for the previous case.
Should the term not be respected, interested parties can call intervention of Assembly of Justice as third grade judge to obtain a sentence or to protest against late sentences.
Late sentences can be validated in third grade.
ART. 16 – Decision: form and other requirements


COA decisions must have written form and will have to be sustained by detailed motivation and a clear reference to all rules adopted to come to the final conclusion.

Being inspired to highest principles of justice, COA can cover possible Club holes, referring to such principles. Still a detailed motivation will be requested in all cases.

ART. 17 – Preliminary investigation
In the attempt to come to the verdict, COA will have to work in finding all facts which can help to know better about the case. For this preliminary investigation, judges can use all kind of information they have and ask for help to all club members. 

Result of preliminary investigation and evidences taken will have to be named in the sentence motivation.

ART. 18 – Right of debate

During the preliminary investigation, COA judges will have to grant the right of debate to all parties involved. Every part must be granted the right to bring to the court all evidences they find important and decisive for the case to be decided.

Never a decision can be taken without a proper debate between parties involved.

It is, however required, that those parties immediately take part to the procedures when called by COA. When a convocation is done and part don’t use their right to debate, COA will report it in the decision which will be, in this case, fully legal and valid.

ART. 19 – Decision: COA majority

COA judges will always try to find unanimity in their decision. Shouldn’t that be possible, the court will rule under absolute majority (2/3). The resistant judge has the right to make his reasons clear in a separate document which can be attached to the sentence.

ART. 20 – Power of suspension
In case of urgency COA judges can immediately suspend the effects of the appealed decision.

Such effects will stay suspended for the whole period until COA makes a final verdict.
It’s COA prerogative to decide whether there is a real urgency to suspend first grade sentences effects.
ART. 21 – Sentences: effects and legitimacy issues
COA sentences will be immediately effective and final, unless otherwise specified in the decision. Against them there will be only a possible further appeal to Assembly of Justice for exclusive legitimacy issues (decisions going against own COA statutes, Club statutes, Rules).

ART. 22  - Legitimacy issues procedure
COA sentences legitimacy issues will be decided with a vote of the following entitled parties (Assembly of Justice):

Team License Owners (one vote for each team owning a WC license), ISR Club President, WC Director, Club Treasurer.

A 75% absolute majority vote is required to invalidate a COA sentence, which can never lead to a new and different decision. Only effect will be to delete the current sentence and send back acts to COA asking for a new decision in line with COA/CLUB statutes/procedures.
ART. 23 – Legitimacy issue terms & voting
Appeals against COA sentences must be forwarded to ISR Club president within 5 days.
President will have to hold a vote within 5 days in the Assembly of Justice.

ART. 24 – Missing COA

Should COA be not working (absence of member/s, vacancies period between elections/revocations), decisions will be taken with a vote following same procedures of third grade appeals against COA sentences.

In such cases, decisions are final and binding.

When COA panel is partially or completely uncovered, a new election must be immediately held by ISR Club to replace whole panel or the missing members.
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